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           recall with exceptional clarity the fi rst  
         funeral service I ever presided over as a  
    clergy. It was  for a man who had committed 
suicide. As a young minister-in-training at First United 
Methodist Church in Austin, the funeral home had 
called and asked the senior pastor if someone could do 
a service for a man nobody wanted.

Of First Importance!
Under the senior pastor’s tutelage, I volunteered. I 

called the man’s adult son, who was verbally abusive 
and declared his undying hatred for his father. The 
service was held in a pauper’s cemetery plot in east 
Austin. I stood over the grave conducting the service 
with a man from the funeral home and two grave 
diggers leaning on their shovels. When I went home 
that night to my empty apartment, I thought long and 
hard about this business of death.

Since then there have been many others. I have 
attended or performed funeral services for saints whose 
lives were an inspiration — two recent ones come to 
mind. The old theological term “glorifi cation” best 
describes them. I have also presided over services 
for self-designated bad guys — one, a graveside 
service for a person murdered in a drug deal down 
in Corpus Christi even had the Sheriff ’s Department 
present taking pictures of those who attended. Others 
have been for children and adults of all ages and 
backgrounds.

What do you do about this business of death? Is it 
the end or the beginning? Is it something you choose 
to live in denial about, or do you face its reality for 
yourself and your loved ones head on?

The Christian faith has an answer. It comes from 
this morning, this day we call Easter. The Apostle Paul 
writes: “Now I would remind you, brother and sisters, 
of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you 
in turn received, in which also you stand, through 
which also you are being saved, if you hold fi rmly to 
the message that I proclaimed to you — unless you 
have come to believe in vain.” (I Corinthians 15:1-2)

Paul “can remember a time when the cross and 
resurrection did not form an inseparable unity, a time 
when the fi nality of Good Friday was a non-negotiable 
item in his religious package. He has experienced 
the nothingness of death without resurrection and 
desperately wishes to convey that futility.” (Richard 
Lischer, “Resurrexit!: Something to Preach,” The 
Christian Century, April 2, 1980, p. 373)

So Paul, great leader that he is, writes the infant 
church at Corinth: “For I handed on to you as of fi rst 
importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and 
that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the 12. Then he appeared 
to more than 500 brothers and sisters at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died.” 
(I Corinthians 15:3-6)

Scholars are in virtual uniform agreement that this 
is the earliest written testimony of the resurrection. 
The words are strong and uncompromising. If the 
story we have heard, shared, celebrated this morning is 
untrue then “our proclamation [preaching] has been in 
vain and your faith has been in vain.” (I Corinthians 
15:14) If this story is untrue, then we are wasting our 
time and might just as well spend our morning in the 
woods or at the barbeque. If it is untrue, “we are even 
found to be misrepresenting God.” (I Corinthians 
15:15) This, says Paul, this day, this story, this 
resurrection experience, is “of fi rst importance.” (I 
Corinthians 15:3)

With passion, this leader of the early Christian 
movement writes to convey to the Corinthians and 
to us that Easter is more than a few nice words to 
remember at a funeral; that is it more than merely a 
recognition of eternal life; that it is more than a vague 
celebration of the pagan rite of spring. This day is of 
fi rst importance for Paul and for us, because Christ 
conquers the power of death and evil. Easter confi rms 
Jesus is Lord. The resurrection changes indelibly our 
lives should we embrace this truth for more than a 
single day.

NOTE: Bishop Lowry’s Wilderness Way column will 
resume with the next issue. 

    BY BISHOP MICHAEL LOWRY
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BUILDING FUTURE LEADERS

37 Central Texas students get  TUMCA scholarships

         Martin Luther King,  
         Jr. once said, “Faith  
         is taking the fi rst 
step even when you don’t see the 
whole staircase.” In 2009 a family 
of fi ve from a country once known 
as Burma taught the congregation 
at First United Methodist Church 
of Fort Worth the true meaning of 
faith.

On their journey to become our 
neighbors, the Thang family literally 
risked their lives. Several years ago, 
Mr. Thang was captured by the 
Burmese government and placed 
into slavery. He was able to escape, 
taking his family out of the country 
and to a refugee camp.

Through the United Nations 
High Commission on Refugees 
(UNHCR) and Refugee Services of 
Texas, the Thang family was able to 
come to the United States. Currently, 
the family cannot return to their 
homeland due to fear of persecution.

Although they are thankful to 
be in the U.S., their life here has 
not been easy. They don’t qualify 
for many jobs due to the language 

Thang family faces persecution in homeland, 
then helpful hospitality at First Fort Worth

barrier. It is often a struggle for 
them to keep up fi nancially — 
especially with three children.

Yet they endure because of 
their faith. They don’t give up just 
because they can’t see the “staircase.” 
They have taught us a FUMC that 
faith is not simply something you 
have occasionally when things are 
bad. Faith is a continuous act.

Becoming a refugee-sponsoring 

The Thang family, refugees who suffered persecution at the hands of 

the Burmese govement, are now resettled in Fort Worth with the help of 

members of the 11:11 worship community of First United Methodist Church 

of Fort Worth. 

BY KIM ISBELL

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 
FORT WORTH REFUGEE MINISTRY 
COMMITTEE

Bishop Dan E. Solomon, 
president of the Texas United 
Methodist College Association, has 
announced that 37 students from 
the Central Texas Conference have 
received TUMCA scholarships for 
the current academic year to attend 
fi ve United Methodist-related 
schools in the Texas.

“TUMCA links the giving of 
congregations with the striving 
of United Methodist students,” 
Solomon said. Many TUMCA 
scholarship recipients are the fi rst 
in their family to attend college, 
reinforcing the vital role of scholar-
ships in enabling students to gain 
the benefi ts and the blessings of 
Christian higher education.

TUMCA funds, received from 
United Methodist congregations in 
the State of Texas, are “scholarship 
restricted” for tuition and fees. “As 
these students become lay and clergy 
leaders for our congregations, we 

will discover that the ‘bread’ of our 
TUMCA giving, when cast upon 
the waters of our young adults’ 
aspirations for education, will 
return to us sevenfold,” Solomon 
said. Recognized are the following 
students, their home churches and 
schools:

Lon Morris College
Stevie Vaughn - Trinity Arlington
Bethany Hinkle - Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Arlington
Jonathan Smith - St. Luke, Haltom 
City

McMurry University
Dillon Addison - First Hico
Taylor Chamness - First Graham
Macayla Cook - First Cross Plains
Alyssa Cox - Richland Hills
Karlie Dieterich - First Crawford
Sarrah Friend - First Grapevine
Timothy Henderson - First 
Arlington
Zachary Miller - First Keller

Katie Neal - Wm. C. Martin, Bedford
Jarrid Shriver - Acton, Granbury 

Southern Methodist University
Jason Ballman - Austin Avenue, Waco
Jami Jeffcoat - First Cisco

Southwestern University
Samantha Belicek - First Round Rock

Texas Wesleyan University
Bradley Alexander - First Mansfi eld
Nancy Altaras - First Fort Worth
Melissa Bates - Polytechnic, Fort 
Worth
Carlos Careaga - Aldersgate, Arlington
Ray Cox - Arlington Heights, Fort 
Worth
Amy Craddock - First Joshua
Eva English - Campus Drive, Fort 
Worth
Kevin Garrett - First Fort Worth
Diana Gerrard - First Mansfi eld
Francisco Gonzalez - First Fort Worth
Elyse Hickman - First Fort Worth
Zach Martinez - First Joshua

Cathy Hicks - St. Luke, Haltom 
City
Michelle Hicks - St. Luke, 
Haltom City
Cara Lumpkin - Grace, Copperas 
Cove
Meagan Williams - Alliance, Fort 
Worth
Tonya Taylor - St. Andrews, Fort 
Worth
Beth Taylor - Arborlawn, Fort 
Worth
Patrick Turkett - Meadowbrook, 
Fort Worth
David Rai - Meadowbrook, Fort 
Worth
Nevin Nichols - First Grandview

Be sure to congratulate these 
students, urges Bishop Solomon. 
They are an important sign 
of connectional giving! Their 
lives are being impacted by 
Methodism’s commitment to 
Christian higher education.

congregation has truly transformed 
the “11:11 congregation” of FUMC. 
11:11 is the church’s alternative more 
casual and contemplative worship 
service held every Sunday at 11:11 
a.m. 

We all worked together to donate 
or buy all the needed items for the 
initial apartment set up. We also 
helped with getting a car donated 
for work purposes. One member 

continues to stop by and checks 
on the family and bring them 
food, fi rewood, books, etc.

My family keeps in regular 
contact with the Thang family. We 
have taken them to restaurants, 
and they have attended birthday 
parties. We talk on he phone and 
stop by occasionally to check on 
them.

Most likely, there is a refugee 
family living close by your congre-
gation. Ask your congregation if 
this is one of the ways you can 
share the meaning of Christ. 

Raphael Lemkin (1941) once 
asked the disturbing question: “If 
women, children and old people 
were being murdered a hundred 
miles from here, wouldn’t you run 
to help? Then why do you stop 
when the distance is 3,000 miles 
instead of a hundred?”

What if these same people were 
dropped off on your doorstep? 
Wouldn’t you reach out to assist 
them? The Thang family has truly 
taught us the meaning of faith.

For information on becoming a 
refugee-sponsoring congregation, 
please visit the conference website 
at www.ctcumc.org and under 
“Ministries” click on “Refugee & 
Immigration.”

M
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April 
2: Conference  
 Center closed  
 in observance  
 of Good Friday

8-9: Cabinet meeting

8: Conference Committee  
 Nominations at First   
 Fort Worth

10: Great Day of Service   
 at various sites

10: Temple District YEAH   
 Paint Day

10-11: Excellence in   
 Preaching training   
 with Bob Farr at First   
 Mansfi eld UMC

13: Temple District   
 Committee on   
 Church Location &   
 Building at Salado   
 UMC

17: CTCYM Leadership   
 Training at Glen Rose  
 UMC

17: Student Leadership   
 Team meeting at   
 United Christian   
 Fellowship, Hill   
 College, Hillsboro

18: Interfaith Worship of   
 Help, Hope & Healing  
 for Crime Victims,   
 their families, friends   
 and the community,   
 3:30 p.m. at Goodwill   
 Industries (4005   
 Campus Drive, Fort   
 Worth 76119)

19: Board of Ministry   
 meeting at Glen Lake  
 Camp & Retreat Center

20-21: Board of Ministry   
 spring interviews for   
 clergy candidates at   
 Glen Lake Camp &   
 Retreat Center

21-25: National Rally for   
 Central Texas   
 Sojourners, Chapter   
 16, at River Country   
 Campground,   
 Gadsden, AL

21-23: New Resident   
 Orientation Retreat at  
 Glen Lake Camp &   
 Retreat Center

22: Cabinet meeting
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For the latest updates on 
the conference and youth 
calendars, visit regularly 
www.ctcumc.org

  arlier this year — Tuesday,  
  Jan. 19 to be exact —  
  residents of Temple 
awoke to discover that First Baptist 
Church’s sanctuary, offi ces and adult 
Sunday school classrooms were 
engulfed in fl ames.

In only a few hours, all was 
consumed  — a total loss.

Also, within only a few hours, 
Rev. Tom Robbins, Sr., pastor of 
First United Methodist Church of 
Temple, extended the invitation 
to Rev. Martin Knox and the 
congregation of First Baptist Church 

Research conducted by United 
Methodist Communications 
on behalf of the denomination’s 
Connectional Table reveals 
widespread denominational support 
for the church’s four Areas of Focus, 
adopted by the 2008 General 
Conference.

“The research shows that most 
respondents believe that the Areas 
of Focus are very important for the 
church,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon, 
chief executive of UMCom. “But we 
also heard that knowledge about the 
areas is still somewhat limited.”

Essential Ministry Areas
“General Conference affi rmed 

the four Areas of Focus because they 
are essential areas of ministry most 
of our vital local churches are already 
doing,” said Bishop John Hopkins, 
chair of the Connectional Table.

“It is more important that we do 
the work than know the language of 
the areas of focus. Our heartwarm-
ing response to the earthquakes in 

Radical hospitality 
extends to Baptists too 
at First UMC in Temple

And the whole 
community has noticed!

to make full use of First UMC’s 
new Family Life & Worship Center 
for their 11 a.m. Sunday worship 
services.

They gratefully accepted and 
began worship under the fl ame 
and cross symbol Jan. 31 for an 
undetermined length of time. The 
two churches are only two blocks 
apart in downtown Temple. First 
UMC’s 11 a.m. worship service is 
held in the sanctuary, located in a 
different building on campus.

The music ministry of First 
Baptist also suffered the loss of their 
entire music library and a fi ve-octave 
set of handbells in the fi re. Upon the 
invitation of Rev. Jane Woodward, 
associate pastor and minister of 
music at First UMC, the Chancel 
Choir from First Baptist now 

BY REV. JANE WOODWARD

ASSOCIATE PASTOR/MINISTER OF MUSIC 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
OF TEMPLE

rhearses on Wednesday evenings in 
a room only two doors down from 
the rehearsal of First UMC’s Chancel 
Choir.

They have also been given full 
use of First UMC’s music library 
and their set of handbells as needed. 
There have been some preliminary 
talks regarding a combined concert 
at some point in the future.

Since that time, there has been 
an abundance of expressions of 
gratitude and thanks from not only 
the people of First Baptist, but from 
all the people in the community.

Yet, it is the people of First UMC 

who have experienced untold joy 
from having the opportunity to share 
space and be in ministry with a sister 
church of another denomination in 
their time of need. Such ecumenicity 
is not always the norm, so for the 
community at large, this is truly a 
witness for Christ.

Please remember First Baptist 
Church in Temple in your prayers as 
they make important decisions about 
their future, and pray for both of 
these congregations as they continue 
to be in ministry for the City of 
Temple.

The congregation of First Baptist Church of Temple worship under the sign of the 

fl ame and cross after their own church and so much of its contents were destroy in a 

fi re. First United Methodist Church of Temple opened their hearts and their doors to 

their neighbors and now the two churches are talking about a joint choir concert. 

Research shows support for UMC’s Four Focus Areas
Haiti and Chile demonstrates that 
United Methodists understand the 
importance of sharing the love of 
Jesus Christ to those who are poor 
and without adequate medical care.”

Strong Support for Some
Support is uniformly strong for 

three of the four areas:
•  engaging in ministry with the 

poor,
•  developing principled 

Christian leaders, and
•  creating new places for 

new people/revitalizing existing 
congregations.

Fewer people indicated that 
combating diseases of poverty is very 
important for the denomination, 
although many who indicated that 
initiatives are not important said 
they lacked enough information to 
have an opinion.

Although respondents reported 
limited knowledge of the four Areas 
of Focus, they indicated greater 
familiarity, however, with initiatives 

affi liated with the areas, including 
the Nothing But Nets anti-
malaria initiative and the Rethink 
Church advertising and welcoming 
campaign.

Survey participants reported that 
their local churches are active in 
many of the areas associated with the 
Areas of Focus, including 54 percent 
of pastors who said that their church 
had participated in Nothing But 
Nets during the last year.

Does Your Church Understand?
“This feedback reveals oppor-

tunities to align the messaging of 
the church more closely with the 
positive work it is doing,” said 
Hollon.

Hollon points to a survey 
question that asked respondents 
if their church understands the 
concept of “connectionalism.” Just 
18 percent of pastors, 14 percent of 
leaders, and 12 percent of members 
agreed strongly that their church 

understands connectionalism.

Connectional Church
“As a connectional church, we are 

united by a common mission and 
governance that allows us to reach 
into the world as the hands and 
feet of Christ,” said Hollon. “This 
research points to the need to build 
understanding about the connection 
by communicating how it extends 
our reach and the scale of our 
abilities to create change as followers 
of Jesus.

“The connectional reach of 
The United Methodist Church 
empowers each of us to achieve 
more together than we could 
achieve individually or as a single 
congregation. It makes us much 
bigger than ourselves, able to do 
much greater work.”

The study, conducted in 
December 2009, includes survey 
results from 2,895 pastors, 805 
church leaders, and 1,416 members.
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April 
2: Conference  
 Center closed  
 in observance  
 of Good Friday

8-9: Cabinet meeting

8: Conference Committee  
 Nominations at First   
 Fort Worth

10: Great Day of Service   
 at various sites

10: Temple District YEAH   
 Paint Day

10-11: Excellence in   
 Preaching training   
 with Bob Farr at First   
 Mansfi eld UMC

13: Temple District   
 Committee on   
 Church Location &   
 Building at Salado   
 UMC

17: CTCYM Leadership   
 Training at Glen Rose  
 UMC

17: Student Leadership   
 Team meeting at   
 United Christian   
 Fellowship, Hill   
 College, Hillsboro

18: Interfaith Worship of   
 Help, Hope & Healing  
 for Crime Victims,   
 their families, friends   
 and the community,   
 3:30 p.m. at Goodwill   
 Industries (4005   
 Campus Drive, Fort   
 Worth 76119)

19: Board of Ministry   
 meeting at Glen Lake  
 Camp & Retreat Center

20-21: Board of Ministry   
 spring interviews for   
 clergy candidates at   
 Glen Lake Camp &   
 Retreat Center

21-25: National Rally for   
 Central Texas   
 Sojourners, Chapter   
 16, at River Country   
 Campground,   
 Gadsden, AL

21-23: New Resident   
 Orientation Retreat at  
 Glen Lake Camp &   
 Retreat Center

22: Cabinet meeting

For the latest updates on 
the conference and youth 
calendars, visit regularly 
www.ctcumc.org

  arlier this year — Tuesday,  
  Jan. 19 to be exact —  
  residents of Temple 
awoke to discover that First Baptist 
Church’s sanctuary, offi ces and adult 
Sunday school classrooms were 
engulfed in fl ames.

In only a few hours, all was 
consumed  — a total loss.

Also, within only a few hours, 
Rev. Tom Robbins, Sr., pastor of 
First United Methodist Church of 
Temple, extended the invitation 
to Rev. Martin Knox and the 
congregation of First Baptist Church 

Research conducted by United 
Methodist Communications 
on behalf of the denomination’s 
Connectional Table reveals 
widespread denominational support 
for the church’s four Areas of Focus, 
adopted by the 2008 General 
Conference.

“The research shows that most 
respondents believe that the Areas 
of Focus are very important for the 
church,” said the Rev. Larry Hollon, 
chief executive of UMCom. “But we 
also heard that knowledge about the 
areas is still somewhat limited.”

Essential Ministry Areas
“General Conference affi rmed 

the four Areas of Focus because they 
are essential areas of ministry most 
of our vital local churches are already 
doing,” said Bishop John Hopkins, 
chair of the Connectional Table.

“It is more important that we do 
the work than know the language of 
the areas of focus. Our heartwarm-
ing response to the earthquakes in 

Radical hospitality 
extends to Baptists too 
at First UMC in Temple

And the whole 
community has noticed!

to make full use of First UMC’s 
new Family Life & Worship Center 
for their 11 a.m. Sunday worship 
services.

They gratefully accepted and 
began worship under the fl ame 
and cross symbol Jan. 31 for an 
undetermined length of time. The 
two churches are only two blocks 
apart in downtown Temple. First 
UMC’s 11 a.m. worship service is 
held in the sanctuary, located in a 
different building on campus.

The music ministry of First 
Baptist also suffered the loss of their 
entire music library and a fi ve-octave 
set of handbells in the fi re. Upon the 
invitation of Rev. Jane Woodward, 
associate pastor and minister of 
music at First UMC, the Chancel 
Choir from First Baptist now 

BY REV. JANE WOODWARD

ASSOCIATE PASTOR/MINISTER OF MUSIC 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
OF TEMPLE

rhearses on Wednesday evenings in 
a room only two doors down from 
the rehearsal of First UMC’s Chancel 
Choir.

They have also been given full 
use of First UMC’s music library 
and their set of handbells as needed. 
There have been some preliminary 
talks regarding a combined concert 
at some point in the future.

Since that time, there has been 
an abundance of expressions of 
gratitude and thanks from not only 
the people of First Baptist, but from 
all the people in the community.

Yet, it is the people of First UMC 

who have experienced untold joy 
from having the opportunity to share 
space and be in ministry with a sister 
church of another denomination in 
their time of need. Such ecumenicity 
is not always the norm, so for the 
community at large, this is truly a 
witness for Christ.

Please remember First Baptist 
Church in Temple in your prayers as 
they make important decisions about 
their future, and pray for both of 
these congregations as they continue 
to be in ministry for the City of 
Temple.

The congregation of First Baptist Church of Temple worship under the sign of the 

fl ame and cross after their own church and so much of its contents were destroy in a 

fi re. First United Methodist Church of Temple opened their hearts and their doors to 

their neighbors and now the two churches are talking about a joint choir concert. 

Research shows support for UMC’s Four Focus Areas
Haiti and Chile demonstrates that 
United Methodists understand the 
importance of sharing the love of 
Jesus Christ to those who are poor 
and without adequate medical care.”

Strong Support for Some
Support is uniformly strong for 

three of the four areas:
•  engaging in ministry with the 

poor,
•  developing principled 

Christian leaders, and
•  creating new places for 

new people/revitalizing existing 
congregations.

Fewer people indicated that 
combating diseases of poverty is very 
important for the denomination, 
although many who indicated that 
initiatives are not important said 
they lacked enough information to 
have an opinion.

Although respondents reported 
limited knowledge of the four Areas 
of Focus, they indicated greater 
familiarity, however, with initiatives 

affi liated with the areas, including 
the Nothing But Nets anti-
malaria initiative and the Rethink 
Church advertising and welcoming 
campaign.

Survey participants reported that 
their local churches are active in 
many of the areas associated with the 
Areas of Focus, including 54 percent 
of pastors who said that their church 
had participated in Nothing But 
Nets during the last year.

Does Your Church Understand?
“This feedback reveals oppor-

tunities to align the messaging of 
the church more closely with the 
positive work it is doing,” said 
Hollon.

Hollon points to a survey 
question that asked respondents 
if their church understands the 
concept of “connectionalism.” Just 
18 percent of pastors, 14 percent of 
leaders, and 12 percent of members 
agreed strongly that their church 

understands connectionalism.

Connectional Church
“As a connectional church, we are 

united by a common mission and 
governance that allows us to reach 
into the world as the hands and 
feet of Christ,” said Hollon. “This 
research points to the need to build 
understanding about the connection 
by communicating how it extends 
our reach and the scale of our 
abilities to create change as followers 
of Jesus.

“The connectional reach of 
The United Methodist Church 
empowers each of us to achieve 
more together than we could 
achieve individually or as a single 
congregation. It makes us much 
bigger than ourselves, able to do 
much greater work.”

The study, conducted in 
December 2009, includes survey 
results from 2,895 pastors, 805 
church leaders, and 1,416 members.
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Each year, the Annual Conference announces individuals and congregations who exemplify excellence in 
certain areas of ministry and those deemed to have signifi cant potential for future leadership. Nominations and/or 
applications are now due for the areas listed below. Nomination and application submittal guidelines and forms are 
available at www.ctcumc.org under Annual Conference in the lower right quadrant.

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award for clergy, laity and youth recognizes people whose  
life and ministry exemplifi es the teaching of Christ and the Great Commission. Recipients,  
nominated by their local church and selected by the Annual Conference, live their call to  
“Offer Them Christ” daily as modeled by John Wesley and Dr. Harry Denman, founder of 
The Foundation for Evangelism that co-sponsors these awards. Deadline: April 20. 

Send to: Carolyn Stephens, 464 Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 or Carolyn@ctcumc.org.

The Morris Walker Awards recognize outstanding service and accomplishment by a 
layperson and a clergy person for “above the ordinary” service to the local church and 
within the conference and community. Deadline: April 20. Send to: CTC Lay Leader 

Steve McIver, P.O. Box 545, Ferris 76125 or SMcIver635@aol.com.

Five Star Award is for congregations that reach out to others inneed and for supporting 
United Methodist missionaries committed to serving some of the most vulnerable of our 
sisters and brothers across the globe. Deadline: April 15. Send to: Jennifer Bellamy, 464 
Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 or Jennifer@ctcumc.org. In addition, Covenant Relationship  
and Global Mission Partner congregations will be recognized at Annual Conference.

Newgate Award(s) are presented by the Conference Restorative Justice Committee to 
recognize outstanding service for individuals, teams and congregations that go “above 

and beyond” in service to the incarcerated, formerly incarcerated, victims, justice workers 
or victim/offender families. Deadline: April 9. Send to: Rev. Penny Yaites, Tarrant 

County Restorative Justice Center, P.O. Box 163674, Fort Worth 76161-3674 or email 
gimlmak@sbcglobal.net.

Disability Education/Awareness Leadership Grants are presented by the Committee on 
Disability Concerns to one student with a handicapping condition and another student with 
a declared major in assisting individuals with handicapping conditions. Deadline: April  
30. Send to: Jane Gates at Jane@pasotx.com.

Accessibility Project Grants are presented by the Committee on Disability Concerns in 
support of local churches reaching out in ministry to persons and their families who are 

effected and affected by disabling conditions. Grants focus on elimination of barriers that make access to the life of 
the church diffi cult. Deadline: May 1. Send to: Joan Gaspard, 504 Englewood Lane, Hurst 76053.

The Conference Higher Education Task Force oversees the selection process and awarding of 
scholarships to United Methodist students in the following areas:

Merit Scholarship(s) to fi rst-year students at a United Methodist-related college/
university in an amount determined by local church contributions to the 2009 Student 

Day offering. Only students from congregations participating in the offering are eligibile.
Stephens Scholarship/Business to a United Methodist student majoring in 

some aspect of business or accounting ($1,000)
Stephens Scholarship/Communications to a United Methodist student 

majoring in some aspect of  journalism or public relations ($1,000)
Dr. G. Alfred & Opal Brown Ministerial Scholarship for a student planning for ministry as an elder in the 

Central Texas Conference at a UM University Senate approved seminary ($5,000) 
Deadline: May 1. Send all applications to Carolyn Stephens, 464 Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 or Carolyn@ctcumc.org.

Bishop’s Award for Ecumenism is presented by the Commission on Christian Unity 
& Interreligious Concerns to recognize a person, clergy or laity, who exemplifi ed an 
ecumenical spirit in their local community and/or in their local church and conference 
relationships. Deadline: April 30. Send to Susan Briles, 464 Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 
or Susan@ctcumc.org.

The Board of Ministry administers scholarships to certifi ed candidates for clergy 
currently enrolled in a seminary approved by the denomination’s University Senate. 

The scholarships are given by a number of individuals and organizations in support of 
excellence in clergy leadership. Applications forms, available at www.ctcbom.org on the 

Board Policies & Forms page, and can be completed electronically or printed, signed and 
mailed to the BOM offi ce (address on the forms). Deadline: extended to May 1. 
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Awards, scholarships & recognitions
NEWS BRIEFS

Clergy Appointment Changes
Bishop Mike Lowry and the Cabinet announce the following 

changes in clergy appointments:

Vivian Campbell — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/4-time 
at Dennis Chapel, Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

Joe Glenn Chamness — elder in full connection from Ballinger/
Winters charge in the Brownwood District to Mineral Wells First in 
the Weatherford District, effective April 15.

Scott Goodfellow — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/2-
time at Nolanville, Temple District, effective Jan. 1.

Daniel Hawkins — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/4-time 
at Coolidge, Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

Helen Jones — part-time local pastor from 1/4-time at Tolar/
Temple Hall charge to 1/4-time at Tolar, Weatherford District, 
effective Feb. 1.

Michael Love — probationary elder from 1/4-time associate to full-
time associate at First Burleson, Fort Worth District, effective April 1.

Wesley Perry — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/4-time at 
Speegleville in the Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

R. Jack Riley — from retired not appointed to interim at Bartlett 
First, Temple District, effective April 15.

Randall Veazey — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/2-time 
at Bosqueville, Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

Carol Woods — elder in full connection from Mineral Wells First 
in the Weatherford District to superintendent in the Brownwood 
District.

John Woody — retired member from interim at Bartlett to 
Ballinger First/Winters First charge, Brownwood District, effective 
April 15.

Faithfully Fit Forever Leader Training
Faithfully Fit Forever Leader Training, sponsored by the Central 

Texas Conference Health & Wellness Task Force, will meet from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 24, at Christ United Methodist Church 
(3301 Sycamore School Road, Fort Worth 76123). 

The cost of $75 for the fi rst person from a local church includes 
16 weeks of programming to get you started, a training manual, 
educational materials/references, devotional resources and an exercise 
leadership video. The cost for an additional one or two participants 
from a church is $15/person. 

Faithfully Fit Forever (FFF) is a non-profi t, cooperative community 
health program created by MeritCare Hospital Parish Nursing 
& Cardiac Rehab staff. It attempts to eliminate the barriers that 
keep people from participating in exercise and health enhancing 
behaviors. It is a non-denominational faith community based exercise, 
devotion and health education program. FFF focuses on the body, 
mind and spirit connection with 40 minutes of exercise (stretching, 
strnegthening, low-impact aerobics, warm up and cool down), 10 
minutes of health education and 10 minutes of devotions. It really 
creates a nice fellowship which helps for follow through. The program 
may benefi t the physical and psychological wellbeing of a church’s 
congregation. There are currently over 650 faith community leaders 
who have completed this training workshop. 

Follow-up survey results indicate that this program, started in 2003 
and geared to men and women over 55 and anyone who has not been 
participating in regular physical activity, are enjoying the safe, familiar 
and supportive environment that their place of worship provides. 
Most report weight loss and lower blood pressure as well as improved 
endurance, strength, balance and fl exibility.

For more details and a registration form, visit www.ctcumc.org/
pages/detail/899 and check under “Health & Wellness Task Force.”
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Each year, the Annual Conference announces individuals and congregations who exemplify excellence in 
certain areas of ministry and those deemed to have signifi cant potential for future leadership. Nominations and/or 
applications are now due for the areas listed below. Nomination and application submittal guidelines and forms are 
available at www.ctcumc.org under Annual Conference in the lower right quadrant.

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award for clergy, laity and youth recognizes people whose  
life and ministry exemplifi es the teaching of Christ and the Great Commission. Recipients,  
nominated by their local church and selected by the Annual Conference, live their call to  
“Offer Them Christ” daily as modeled by John Wesley and Dr. Harry Denman, founder of 
The Foundation for Evangelism that co-sponsors these awards. Deadline: April 20. 

Send to: Carolyn Stephens, 464 Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 or Carolyn@ctcumc.org.

The Morris Walker Awards recognize outstanding service and accomplishment by a 
layperson and a clergy person for “above the ordinary” service to the local church and 
within the conference and community. Deadline: April 20. Send to: CTC Lay Leader 

Steve McIver, P.O. Box 545, Ferris 76125 or SMcIver635@aol.com.

Five Star Award is for congregations that reach out to others inneed and for supporting 
United Methodist missionaries committed to serving some of the most vulnerable of our 
sisters and brothers across the globe. Deadline: April 15. Send to: Jennifer Bellamy, 464 
Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 or Jennifer@ctcumc.org. In addition, Covenant Relationship  
and Global Mission Partner congregations will be recognized at Annual Conference.

Newgate Award(s) are presented by the Conference Restorative Justice Committee to 
recognize outstanding service for individuals, teams and congregations that go “above 

and beyond” in service to the incarcerated, formerly incarcerated, victims, justice workers 
or victim/offender families. Deadline: April 9. Send to: Rev. Penny Yaites, Tarrant 

County Restorative Justice Center, P.O. Box 163674, Fort Worth 76161-3674 or email 
gimlmak@sbcglobal.net.

Disability Education/Awareness Leadership Grants are presented by the Committee on 
Disability Concerns to one student with a handicapping condition and another student with 
a declared major in assisting individuals with handicapping conditions. Deadline: April  
30. Send to: Jane Gates at Jane@pasotx.com.

Accessibility Project Grants are presented by the Committee on Disability Concerns in 
support of local churches reaching out in ministry to persons and their families who are 

effected and affected by disabling conditions. Grants focus on elimination of barriers that make access to the life of 
the church diffi cult. Deadline: May 1. Send to: Joan Gaspard, 504 Englewood Lane, Hurst 76053.

The Conference Higher Education Task Force oversees the selection process and awarding of 
scholarships to United Methodist students in the following areas:

Merit Scholarship(s) to fi rst-year students at a United Methodist-related college/
university in an amount determined by local church contributions to the 2009 Student 

Day offering. Only students from congregations participating in the offering are eligibile.
Stephens Scholarship/Business to a United Methodist student majoring in 

some aspect of business or accounting ($1,000)
Stephens Scholarship/Communications to a United Methodist student 

majoring in some aspect of  journalism or public relations ($1,000)
Dr. G. Alfred & Opal Brown Ministerial Scholarship for a student planning for ministry as an elder in the 

Central Texas Conference at a UM University Senate approved seminary ($5,000) 
Deadline: May 1. Send all applications to Carolyn Stephens, 464 Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 or Carolyn@ctcumc.org.

Bishop’s Award for Ecumenism is presented by the Commission on Christian Unity 
& Interreligious Concerns to recognize a person, clergy or laity, who exemplifi ed an 
ecumenical spirit in their local community and/or in their local church and conference 
relationships. Deadline: April 30. Send to Susan Briles, 464 Bailey Ave., Fort Worth 76107 
or Susan@ctcumc.org.

The Board of Ministry administers scholarships to certifi ed candidates for clergy 
currently enrolled in a seminary approved by the denomination’s University Senate. 

The scholarships are given by a number of individuals and organizations in support of 
excellence in clergy leadership. Applications forms, available at www.ctcbom.org on the 

Board Policies & Forms page, and can be completed electronically or printed, signed and 
mailed to the BOM offi ce (address on the forms). Deadline: extended to May 1. 

Merit
Stephens

Brown 
Scholarships

Clergy &
Candidate

Scholarships

Denman 
Evangelism 

Awards

Bishop’s 
Ecumenism

Award

Disability 
Related 
Grants

8A  |  The Central Link      Edition of The United Methodist Reporter

Awards, scholarships & recognitions
NEWS BRIEFS

Clergy Appointment Changes
Bishop Mike Lowry and the Cabinet announce the following 

changes in clergy appointments:

Vivian Campbell — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/4-time 
at Dennis Chapel, Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

Joe Glenn Chamness — elder in full connection from Ballinger/
Winters charge in the Brownwood District to Mineral Wells First in 
the Weatherford District, effective April 15.

Scott Goodfellow — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/2-
time at Nolanville, Temple District, effective Jan. 1.

Daniel Hawkins — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/4-time 
at Coolidge, Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

Helen Jones — part-time local pastor from 1/4-time at Tolar/
Temple Hall charge to 1/4-time at Tolar, Weatherford District, 
effective Feb. 1.

Michael Love — probationary elder from 1/4-time associate to full-
time associate at First Burleson, Fort Worth District, effective April 1.

Wesley Perry — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/4-time at 
Speegleville in the Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

R. Jack Riley — from retired not appointed to interim at Bartlett 
First, Temple District, effective April 15.

Randall Veazey — part-time local pastor from supply to 1/2-time 
at Bosqueville, Waco District, effective Feb. 16.

Carol Woods — elder in full connection from Mineral Wells First 
in the Weatherford District to superintendent in the Brownwood 
District.

John Woody — retired member from interim at Bartlett to 
Ballinger First/Winters First charge, Brownwood District, effective 
April 15.

Faithfully Fit Forever Leader Training
Faithfully Fit Forever Leader Training, sponsored by the Central 

Texas Conference Health & Wellness Task Force, will meet from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, April 24, at Christ United Methodist Church 
(3301 Sycamore School Road, Fort Worth 76123). 

The cost of $75 for the fi rst person from a local church includes 
16 weeks of programming to get you started, a training manual, 
educational materials/references, devotional resources and an exercise 
leadership video. The cost for an additional one or two participants 
from a church is $15/person. 

Faithfully Fit Forever (FFF) is a non-profi t, cooperative community 
health program created by MeritCare Hospital Parish Nursing 
& Cardiac Rehab staff. It attempts to eliminate the barriers that 
keep people from participating in exercise and health enhancing 
behaviors. It is a non-denominational faith community based exercise, 
devotion and health education program. FFF focuses on the body, 
mind and spirit connection with 40 minutes of exercise (stretching, 
strnegthening, low-impact aerobics, warm up and cool down), 10 
minutes of health education and 10 minutes of devotions. It really 
creates a nice fellowship which helps for follow through. The program 
may benefi t the physical and psychological wellbeing of a church’s 
congregation. There are currently over 650 faith community leaders 
who have completed this training workshop. 

Follow-up survey results indicate that this program, started in 2003 
and geared to men and women over 55 and anyone who has not been 
participating in regular physical activity, are enjoying the safe, familiar 
and supportive environment that their place of worship provides. 
Most report weight loss and lower blood pressure as well as improved 
endurance, strength, balance and fl exibility.

For more details and a registration form, visit www.ctcumc.org/
pages/detail/899 and check under “Health & Wellness Task Force.”
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