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The Wilderness Wha

By Bisnor MICHAEL LOwWRY

The waning power of Enlightenment-based theology
has led to theological fragmentation over the past half
century. The general tenants of theological liberalism
B have held an uneasy supremacy. One noted preacher of
our time visiting another prominent Enlightenment-based pulpit began his
sermon (as a tongue-in-cheek reference), “I suppose I should start by telling
you what I don’t believe.”
Historically most (in the mainline/old-line/sideline) are clear that they are
not fundamentalist. (Please note what I shared in The Wilderness Way #32 that

» «

the terms “fundamentalist,” “conservative,” and “evangelical” each represent
different points on the theological spectrum and cannot faitly be equated with
each other.) But once that much is established, it is hard to determine exactly
where current theology does take hold. Those searching and wandering in the
wilderness of our time want to know what we as Christians believe. It will not

do to allow either a rigid fundamentalism or the thin gruel of a washed-out

diversity in our culture, lives and thought is a central characteristic of our age.”

theism to define the shape of the Christian faith.

On the one hand, science is not god but neither can it be ignored. Rightly,
David Grant (professor of religion at Texas Christian University) has stated,
“Christians cannot avoid taking modern science seriously, since it, more than
any other factor, shapes today’s world view. ... [And] we Christians must take
seriously the discussion of pluralism, for the recognition of muldplicity and

1

Just as clearly is the assertion that we cannot in good faith simply surrender
to a cultural world view. Again, one of my theological heroes, Leslie Newbigin,
posits the issue. “What would it mean if, instead of trying to explain the gospel
in terms of our modern scientific culture, we tried to explain our culture in
terms of the gospel?” This is not an invitation to a flat earth theology. It is the
challenge of a genuine dialog and rethinking of the role of revelation and truth
in dynamic relationship to our current context.

Another way to think of this is as a “third” way between the ossified poles
of the (so called) theological right and left. To a large degree this is the attempt
of much of current emergent theological thought. Such “new” or “renewed”
theological thinking is a long way from fully thought though! Rather, we have
the hopeful beginnings of a way through our theological wilderness that might

provide spiritual and intellectual
fodder for the journey we are on.
I have written previously about
development of a theology that
is both open and orthodox. In
the wilderness we must be both
without compromising either!

Genuine orthodox involves us in a reclaiming of theological identity that is
biblically grounded and faithful to the historic understanding of Christianity.
McLaren’s phrase — “a generous orthodoxy” — is evocative.®> Genuine
orthodoxy is open and orthodox; proactive and not reactive. It is a way of
moving forward, not a manner of retrenching; a guide for engaging the world,
not a censoring tool for limiting discussion.

One part of a theology for the wilderness way is that (for those who are
Methodist) it should be truly Wesleyan. Truly Wesleyan involves an unapolo-
getic reclaiming of our heritage and identity. In the chaos of our wilderness
time, God has given the Wesleyan movement a perspective and outlook that
the wider Christianity community and the world itself desperately need. Our
grasp of God’s grace set alongside and tempering human potential is a vital
insight and offering to our bruised and bleeding world.

Our insistence is that justification and sanctification go together — an
intimate relationship with Christ as Lord and Savior inseparably twined with
a deep social justice, love and mercy for all of God’s children, creatures and

creation itself. The original vision of Methodism stll towers above the landscape — “to

reform the continent and spread scriptural holiness across the land.”

A third critical aspect of a wilderness way theology that is both open and
orthodox is the recovery of what I call a high Christology. That shall be the
subject of my next Wilderness Way.

1. C. David Grant, Thinking Through Our Faith, p. 12
2. Leslie Newbigin, Foolishness to the Greeks, p. 41

3. Brian D. McLaren, from a book so entitled

Image NO Malarial Continued from page 1A

and eliminate deaths and suffering
from the disease in Africa by 2015
through education, communication,
prevention and treatment.

The success of Imagine No
Malaria will depend on the active
participation of United Methodists.
How will your congregation
“Imagine No Malaria?”

Broad support for Nothing But
Nets, our 2007 Annual Conference
offering that raised $135,276,
confirms that we are a missional
people willing to tackle the diseases
of poverty and improve health
globally. Imagine No Malaria is
a call to churches and individuals
to take the global health initative
to the next step and increase our
contribution in 2010.

The key to winning this fight
is empowering people in Africa to
achieve a sustainable victory over
malaria, which we will accomplish in
several ways:

Prevention: Distributing
insecticide-treated bed nets (provided
through the Nothing But Nets
initiative), and working to drain stand-
ing water where mosquitoes breed.

Education: Teaching people
how to effectively use bed nets and
how best to protect themselves from
malaria.

Communication: Using radio
and cell phones to deliver lifesaving
information about malaria.

Treatment: Improving access-to-
care by training community-based
health workers, and delivering

life-saving medicines so hospitals and ministry groups are doing visit

clinics that can care for those in need. the conference website at www.
ctc umc.org and the Imagine No

Malaria Facebook page link.

For helpful links to resources and
ideas of what other churches and
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Experience Jerusalem 33 A.D. at Killeen

Experience Holy Week in a very
personal and intimate way as First
United Methodist Church in Killeen
brings “Jerusalem 33 A.D.” to life
by portraying how Jesus was tried,
convicted, crucified and resurrected.

Jerusalem 33 A.D. gives the faithful,
the seckers and the unfamiliar in the
community an opportunity to journey
back to the time of Jesus Christ and
witness live reenactments of the
experiences of Holy Week. Reenact-
ments capture the Last Supper, the
betrayal and trial of Jesus Christ and the

ultimate sacrifice — the Crucifixion.

The members of First Killeen
transform modern day Killeen into
Jerusalem at their Methodist Park,
located at the corner of E. Elms and
Cunningham Roads in Killeen.

The schedule of events at Jerusalem

33 AD.:
Maundy Thursday, April 1

5 p.m. - Jerusalem opens and visitors
are encouraged to mingle with the
portrayed characters

6 p.m. - The Last Supper; Judas
betrays Christ; Holy Communion

FAITH IN ACTION

Good Friday, April 2

5 p.m. - Jerusalem opens and again,
visitors are encouraged to walk around

and experience life in 33 A.D.

6 p.m. - The Crucifixion
Saturday, April

Noon-6 p.m. - Jerusalem turns from
bustling to tranquil as the 14 Stations
of the Cross provide individuals with
the opportunity to pray, meditate and
listen to their own heart. This is a time
for peaceful and quiet reflection and all
are welcome to participate.

Admission for all the Holy Week
events is one can of food or a donation.
All the food collected will be given
to the Killeen Food Care Center.
Donations will go toward the cost of
the event.

A similar community experience was
offered by First Killeen members with
the “Walk Through Bethlehem” last

December.

For more information on Jerusalem
33 A.D., contact Terry Bierwirth at
254-634-6363 or terry.bierwirth@
fumc-killeen.org.

‘Run for Rescue’ reaches all the way to Sierra Leone, Africa

First United Methodist Church
of Colleyville is sponsoring its first
of what is to become an annual
“Run for Rescue” on Saturday, April
10, to benefit the Child Rescue
Center in Sierra Leone, Africa.

It will be ChampionChip timed
and USATF certified for the 5K and
1-mile runs, with a few extras for
the whole family like door prizes,
music, games and a free pancake

breakfast.

The Child Rescue Center opened
its doors 10 years ago with the
support of 12 United Methodist
churches — 11 from Virginia and
First Colleyville. The center provides
physical, emotional, spiritual,
educational and healthcare needs
for 70 children in residence at the
center and 175 non-residential
participants.

“This country, recovering from
a brutal war, has many orphans that
have no where to go,” states First
Colleyville member Brent Hradek
who is involved with the project.

From 2007 to 2009, about 20
members of First Colleyville have
gone on mission trips to Sierra
Leone and have been touched and

inspired by the bright and motivated
children who have so little.

“I went to Sierra Leone for the
first time in 2007 as part of a team
that led Vacation Bible School for
the kids at the CRC,” Hradek said.
“T actually found myself down at the
start of the trip as we drove through
a tremendous amount of poverty
just to work in one small orphanage.

“My attitude changed immediately
on meeting the kids when I realized
that although I couldn’t change
the world, I could show to a small
group of kids that Americans love
and care about them,” Hradek said.

He describes the children as
incredibly warm and loving. “I
immediately hit it off with the
younger boys who loved to wrestle
and play just like my own sixth-
grade son does at home.”

Hradek found himself making
a return trip to CRC, this time to
teach summer school. “I got more
one-on-one time with a lot of the
kids, and it was great to hear about
their goals and dreams. A few of the
kids are now in college studying to
be doctors, lawyers and diplomats,”
he said, adding that “I couldn’t be

more proud of these kids and I can’t
wait to watch them grow up into
future leaders in Sierra Leone!”

For information and registration
form for the “Run for Rescue” at

First Colleyville (5601 Pleasant Run
Road), visit info@runtimeracingser
vices.com or call the church at 817-
281-5254.
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For the

Conference
Board

of Laity
meeting at Glen
Lake Camp & Retreat
Center

Temple District

Committee on Ministry

Fort Worth District
Administrative and
Trustees at Arlington
Heights UMC

Waxahachie District
Mission Leadership
Team at district office

Mid-Cities Finance &
Trustees Committees

Health & Wellness
Task Force at
Conference Center

Conference Council
on Finance & Admin-
istration at
Conference Center

Fort Worth District
Clergy meeting at
University UMC

Fort Worth District
mentor training and
refresher at Univer-
sity UMC

Nurture Mission
Council meeting by
conference call

Conference United
Methodist Women
team meeting at
Glen Lake Camp &
Retreat Center

Passion/Palm Sunday

St.Paul UMC, George-
town Saturday night
revival and Sunday
anniversary worship/
celebration

Conference Center
closed in observance
of Good Friday

Cabinet meeting
Conference Committee
Nominations at First

Fort Worth

Great Day of Service
at various sites

latest updates on

the conference and youth

calendars, visit regularly
www.ctcumc.org
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Gifts and ministries are lifted with
P

Older Adult Recognition Day *

By REv. DR. RicHARD H. GENTZLER, JR.
DirecTOR, CENTER ON AGING & OLDER ADULT MINISTRIES

GENERAL BOARD OF DISCIPLESHIP

nited Methodist congrega-

tions nationwide are

preparing to celebrate
Older Adult Recognition Day in
May with special activities and
events.

The United Methodist Church
took appropriate action at the 2008
General Conference in Fort Worth
by establishing the month of May
as the preferable time to recognize
the contributions of older adults
and to join with them in provid-
ing ministries that support and
empower older adults.

The month of May was selected
to coincide with the U.S. Adminis-
tration on Aging “Older Americans
Month” — a time to honor the
legacies and ongoing contributions

of older Americans.

This year’s Older Americans
Month theme — Age Strong! Live
Long! — recognizes the diversity and
vitality of today’s older Americans

who span three generations.

They have lived through wars
and hard times, as well as periods of

unprecedented prosperity. They pio-

neered new technologies in medicine,

communications and industry while

spearheading a cultural revolution that

won equal rights for minorities and
women.

These remarkable achievements
demonstrate the strength and char-
acter of older adults, and underscore
the debt of gratitude we owe to the
generations that have given our
church and society so much.

But the contributions of older

adults are not only in the past. Older

adults are living longer and are more
active than ever before. And with
the aging of the Boomer generation,
America’s older adult population is
expected to grow from 35 million in
2000 to 72 million by 2030.

While keeping the growing
population of older adults healthy
and active will increase the demand
for congregational ministries, what
is remarkable is the extent to which
older adults themselves are support-
ing each other.

As the new generations of older
adults become better educated and
more financially secure than their

predecessors, they are spending more
time making significant contribu-
tions in their communities through
civic and volunteer opportunities.

In fact, older adults are a core
leadership component of many
congregations. They volunteer at
group meal sites and deliver food to
home-bound seniors; they provide
transportation for older adults who
cannot drive; they help seniors with
home repair, shopping and errands;

and they provide vital counseling,
information and referral services.

Their energy and commitment
reminds all United Methodists — not
just older adults and their caregiv-
ers — to do their part to enhance the

quality of life for all God’s children.

If you are searching for ways to
help recognize the gifts and ministry
of older adults in your congregation,
you are invited to look at information
available through the General Board

of Discipleship’s Center on Aging &
Older Adult Ministries.

By visiting the website at www.
gbod.org/coa/worship/asp, you will
find information that can help you
plan for Older Adult Recog-nition
Day. You may also read about Older
Adult Recognition Day and the
action taken by the 2008 General
Conference at www.gbod. org/
coa/articles.asp?act=reader&item

_id=46746.

-

Mid-Winter 2010:

Near & Far
Engaging in Ministry with

the Poor Locally & Globally

Mid-Winter events for Central Texas Conference youth,
held Feb. 5-7 and Feb. 20-21 at Glen Lake Camp & Retreat
Center, focused this year on ministry with the poor. Students
learned why we are called to minister with the poor and how
they personally and their churches can help those struggling
with poverty across the world.

There were times of worship and contemplation,
simulations that gave a greater understanding of poverty,
and creative activities that resulted in commitment cards and
communion candles that illuminated words and images of

poverty and relief.






