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Address from Bishop Lowry – World Malaria Day
Thirty seconds, look at your watch and count the seconds, every thirty seconds some one dies of the terrible dreaded disease called Malaria.

Hello, I am Bishop Mike Lowry.  

Today, April 25, the entire Central Texas Conference, all 320 plus churches are joining together for the global awareness of World Malaria Day.

Imagine No Malaria is the program voted on in the 2008 General Conference. The Global Health Initiative of the UMC aims to combat diseases of poverty such as Malaria, HIV / AIDS and tuberculosis. The infrastructure of education, prevention, awareness, and net distribution will canvas Africa to create a sustainable change for an entire population. 

Imagine No Malaria is an extraordinary effort of the people of the United Methodist Church to eliminate death and suffering from malaria in Africa by 2015.  

CTC has proven its most recent compassion for others through our extraordinary giving to earthquake victims of Haiti and Chili.  We have given over $212, 000 and 24,000 + health kits. With your help, in five short years, we can make malaria history, and a disease of the past.  No more Malaria- a reality by 2015.

The United Methodist church has operated hospitals and clinics across Africa for more than 160 years. We have the unique ability to reach the most remote areas, providing care and treatment where people need it most. Today, 90% of deaths caused by malaria occur in the sub - Saharan Africa. We eliminated Malaria in the America in the 1950's. But globally is it is still a major deadly health issue. But, it is treatable, it is preventable, it is curable. 

We, as a United Methodist people are creating a powerful foundation that will build a stronger and more broad based community health infrastructure to the fight against malaria. 

Our Central Texas Conference goal is to raise $1.00 per member as our minimum.  That means $164, 000.  The kick off to accomplishing this is at Annual Conference.  What can you  your church, your organization  do to make this a reality.  The sooner we accomplish our goal the sooner the world is rid of Malaria for good.

From our earliest encounter with Christ we learn, God is love; we are called to be a sign of God's love and commitment to the world.  We have engaged the compassion of our entire denomination in this life - changing ministry, and you are invited to participate. Let the whole world know that WE are putting discipleship into action in this fight against Malaria. 

With your help, with your involvement, Malaria can be history by 2015.
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