PROPOSED COURSE OF STUDY (COS) REIMBURSEMENT POLICY
The following is proposed for insertion into the CTC BOM Policies and Guidelines as a new section preceding ¶ 319.1-5 and entitled “LOCAL PASTOR COURSE OF STUDY SCHOOL REIMBURSEMENT POLICIES.”
The Course of Study (COS) is prescribed by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry – Division of Ordained Ministry (¶ 1421.3d). It includes Licensing School, the Five-Year Basic Course of Study, Advanced Course of Study, and Distance/Online courses.   The CTC BOM will give financial assistance to candidates pursuing COS as follows, with Limitations listed:
LIMITATIONS:

· In all cases, the BOM will pay qualifying expenses for each course only one time.  If a student does not show up, cancels after a deadline, does not complete or fails a course, the conference will seek reimbursement from that student.  Transcript or letter of completion must be submitted with request for reimbursement.
· Transcripts must be submitted to the student’s dCOM when received, with a copy going to the BOM administrative office.

· No more than 10 of the Basic COS courses may be taken by correspondence or Internet.
BASIC COS
Local pastors who complete Basic COS are eligible to apply for associate membership in the CTC annual conference (¶¶ 321-322). 

Regional COS 
Regional Course of Study Schools are established by the Division of Ordained Ministry at locations central to the student populations, taking into consideration such factors as availability of United Methodist theological school faculty, library resources, dormitory space, the density of student populations, etc. ¶ 318.1 states “…full-time local pastors are persons…(c) who, unless they have completed the Course of Study, shall complete four courses per year in a Course of Study school…” 
Full-time local pastor has eight years to complete the twenty required courses of Basic COS.  

Application must be signed by the Central Texas Conference UMC BOM Local Pastor Registrar.  Local Pastor will pay tuition and applicable fees, submitting payment to the school with the application.  The Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM) will pay room and board at the double occupancy rate and will pay the student a book grant up to $100.00.  Receipts must be submitted with application for reimbursement.  Parking is not reimbursed.  
Extension COS 
Extension Course of Study Schools are established to fit the bi-vocational schedule of part-time local pastors.  ¶ 318.2 states “…part-time local pastors are persons…(d) who, unless they have completed the Course of Study, shall complete two courses per year in a Course of Study school…”
Application must be signed by the Central Texas Conference UMC BOM Local Pastor Registrar.   Local Pastor will pay tuition and applicable fees, submitting payment to the school with application.  Board will pay the student a book grant up to $100.00, according to receipts. For the North Texas Conference Extension COS, Board will also reimburse gas, meals and accommodations, according to receipts, up to the applicable IRS per diem rate.  
Students are encouraged to attend an Extension COS within the South Central Jurisdiction of the UMC.  For those attending outside the South Central Jurisdiction, Local Pastor will pay tuition.  Board will pay the student a book grant up to $100.00, according to receipts.  Lodging and meals will be reimbursed according to receipts, up to a per-diem rate for the locale in which the school is held, as established by the Internal Revenue Service tables.  Travel expenses will not be reimbursed.  Part-time local pastor has twelve years to complete the twenty required courses of Basic COS.  
Distance/Online COS is available to all local pastors through the DOM.  The Local Pastor will pay tuition per course.  Board will pay student a book grant up to $100.00, according to receipts.   Local Pastor may take up to 10 courses by correspondence or online.
ADVANCED COS

“Local pastors who complete the requirements of the Basic Course of Study may continue their preparation for conference membership and ordination as an elder through an Advanced Course of Study program. The 2008 Book of Discipline ¶ 324.6 requires that local pastors who seek ordination through advanced studies: 

1. be at least forty years of age; 
2. satisfy ¶ 324.1-2 and 7-14;
3. complete a bachelor’s degree from a college or university recognized by the University Senate, or in some instances, for missional purposes, a minimum of sixty (60) semester hours of Bachelor of Arts credit (see ¶324.3 for complete information); 

4. complete the five-year Course of Study, of which ten courses may be taken by correspondence or Internet; 

5. complete thirty-two semester hours of graduate theological study or its equivalent as determined by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. These shall include the areas of evangelism and United Methodist history, doctrine, and polity (¶324.6). 
“The Advanced Course of Study is a curriculum that enables a local pastor to meet the educational requirements for provisional membership, full conference membership, and ordination as an elder in The United Methodist Church. 

“It consists of 32 semester hours of graduate theological study or its equivalent as determined by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. These shall include the areas of evangelism, and United Methodist history, doctrine and polity.”
The CTC BOM will pay up to $200 per course (not per hour) in tuition assistance and will provide a grant up to $100.00 for books.  Housing and mileage will not be reimbursed.  Request for reimbursement should be submitted on the Central Texas Conference Board of Ordained Ministry Course of Study Reimbursement form, which can be found at www.ctcumc.org or requested from the BOM administrative office by e-mail kathyezell@ctcumc.org.  Please see Limitations above.
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