HOW TO BECOME A MISSION TODAY UNIT

Each Unit is asked to Become a Mission Today Unit in support of the GOAL to: Strengthen our Community of Women

throughout the organization, and to energize United Methodist Women to be more involved in mission through prayer,

participation, study and action.

**Please combine all your circle(s) activities in your one unit report**

Stock numbers given are for the Mission Resource Center, Ph. 1-800-305-9857

OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN PRAYER AS MISSION

#1. Prayer Calendar. With all United Methodist Women using the Prayer Calendar at every event, many prayers go up for our

missionaries, institutions, and staffs members every day. This is a powerful ministry for women, children and youth. Stock

#M5061- $11.00.

#2. Communicate with 5 persons listed in the Prayer Calendar during the year. Names and addresses are in the back. Choose

someone working in the country of the current Geographical Mission Study, or someone retired, or a staff person. Use Birthday

cards or In the Service of Christ cards and have members sign cards at your meetings. It is a thrill to hear back from those you

write. Try it!

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT UMW MISSIONS WITH SECOND-MILE GIVING

#3. Unit Pledge. Our pledge helps support women and children, both at home and abroad. Use creative ways to increase your

pledge through fund-raising!

#4. A 5-Star Unit has accomplished: Their Pledge to Mission; World Thank Offering; Gift(s) in Memory; Gift to Mission Cards

(Birthday, Baby, Congratulations, Thank You, Thinking of You, In the Service of Christ, Special Day, Christmas); and Special

Mission Recognition (with Pin) for someone. Keep an assortment of cards and Gift in Memory cards always on hand. Buy

these cards instead of buying cards at the store. Money spent on these cards goes to mission. For more information go to

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and search for money/where the money goes/ways to give.

#5. Burning of the Candle Offering. Contact your District Treasurer for the amount of 1 mission minute. This is an excellent

way to do Mission Giving over and above your pledge for the year. Honor everybody you appreciate, especially in UMW, but

any gender, any service is fine.

#6. Individuals may also take advantage of this offering to do Mission Giving over and above their pledge. This is a great way for

Circles and groups to pool funds to make a greater impact than they can alone. Offerings totaling the amount of mission support for

one minute make the contributor a MISSION MINUTE WOMAN – or Circle, or group, and will be recognized with a Certificate.

OPPORTUNITIES TO USE GIFTS OF PRESENCE AS MISSION

#7. CSCM (Cooperative School of Christian Mission). Send your President, Study Leaders, E&I Coordinator. Use scholarships,

especially for children. Challenge your Pastor to accept a scholarship. Advertise scholarships in church newsletters.

#8. Two or more attend District AND Conference Annual Meeting. Carpool, pay for gas/tickets, and give prizes for vehicles

carrying the most. Get outside of your own unit. We are a connectional organization. You also get a copy of the Resource Book

when you attend!

#9. Officer Training/Leadership Development. This is crucial for your officers to get the overall picture of their duties, plus

updates, as well as other service opportunities at present or in the future. It is their best opportunity to learn about our extended

UMW organization. This is the opportunity to learn. If you cannot make training for whatever reason, ask your district

counterpart if you can come to her church or home for training. If she cannot, ask your conference counterpart for help.

#10. Co-Sponsor Children’s Sabbath. This is a worship service highlighting children. The Women’s Division and the Council of

Bishops support this effort. Visit the General Board of Global Ministries online at: http://new.gbgm-umc.org/resources/annual/

childrens-sabbath. For more information contact Children’s Defense Fund at Children’s Defense Fund,25 E Street NW,Washington,

D.C. 20001; email: cdfinfo@childrensdefense.org; web address: www.childrensdefense.org, phone 202-628-8787

#11. We need UMW Sunday to Tell Our Story to our congregations and pastors. Talk with your pastor well in advance and let

him/her know what you would like to do and see how he/she can accommodate you. Request your members as Greeters,

Ushers, Lay Speakers, and Liturgists, whatever else is needed. Hand out the Membership Joys brochure. Stock # M5104 (free).

#12. Two New Members. Tell the Story creatively and they will come. Think out-of-the-box! REMEMBER – most members

are members because somebody asked them to come! Don’t forget to have child care at your meetings.

#13. Scholarships. This is a wonderful opportunity to help others make a gift of their presence for mission. Whole scholarships,

partial scholarships, cooperative scholarships, especially for Jurisdictional and National Events, 2 or more units could join

together to support a district applicant.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO USE DEVELOPED RESOURCES AS MISSION

#14. United Methodist Women Program Book. These programs can be tailored to your unit and circumstances. They cover the

main events of our year: Pledge, World Thank Offering, Call to Prayer and Self-Denial Services, Bible and Spiritual Growth

Studies, and other UMW priority issues. Stock #M3077 .

#15. response magazine. Our mission magazine is crucial in telling the mission story. It generates enthusiasm for our work and

demonstrates vividly where our money goes. ALL Reading Program Plans include regular reading of response magazine. Units

should subscribe so members can check issues out on a short term basis.

#16. “response moment.” We need to share our mission stories to educate our members and visitors about who we are. Assign

stories to members in advance to Tell Our Story in their own way. If the unit subscribes, copies can be checked out to prepare

for a “response moment” reading or skit..

#17. CSCM Mission Studies. QUALIFIED TEACHERS are those who have: attended the study at a School of Christian

Mission for all 6 hours of study, and will use THAT TEXT AND STUDY GUIDE. ONLY CSCM studies for the last three years,

as listed on the form, qualify. State NUMBER OF HOURS. Two or more qualify for a Certificate of Excellence in addition to

a Mission Today Unit designation.. Programs taken from the Program Book, if it should happen to have one on a Mission

Study topic, only count on #14.

#18. Reading Program. ALL Reading Plans include REGULAR reading of response and for Plans II, III, IV, New World Outlook

is also required. That publication reflects our UMW work with UMCOR and other General Board of Global Ministries mission

programs, so you will find UMW in that publication also. All Plans also include books in the Youth category, and Plans III and

IV include books in the Children’s category. In 2011, books on lists for ’07-’11 will count if not already read and listed in a

previous year..

OPPORTUNITIES TO PRACTICE SOCIAL HOLINESS AS MISSION

#19. One of our conference goals is the use the children and youth studies from Cooperative School of Christian Mission in

the local churches and communities. Your unit could offer to teach Sunday School for a month during the summer. You could

have a special Mission Week like a VBS. Find a way to use this material to teach our children and youth! Order material from

the Mission Resource Center.

#20. Every unit can be a member of the Charter for Racial Justice Club. The application for membership is on page 47 of the

Conference Resource Book and the scenarios are printed in the Resource Book as well on pages 45-46. The application for

membership is due on December 1, 2011 and your unit will be recognized at the Sing A Rainbow/Charter for Racial Justice

Event in 2012.

#21. United Methodist Women’s Action Network. These alerts are sent to individuals who sign up to receive them. They are

sent 2 or 3 times a year by mail and at least monthly by email. Pick up an application form at a district or conference event or

sign up online at www.gbgm-umc.org/umw.

#22. Legislative Event Priorities. The Mission Coordinator for Social Action, or the person(s) designated for these responsibilities

as they occur, should be the person to either attend the Legislative Event, OR acquire the Conference Priorities from

the District Social Action Coordinator or President. Members then explore how the Unit can respond.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL UNIT MISSION

#23. UMCOR/MEDICINE BOXES. If the unit chooses one of these projects, the current information may be obtained at

www.gbgmumc.org/umw by clicking on the UMCOR link and then links to the kits and Medicine Box information. If you do

not have computer access, call your District President or Social Action Coordinator to mail you printouts of the information.

#24. Labels. If you choose to collect Labels for Education for local schools or institutions, please consider splitting your

collection between them and one of our National Mission Institutions. These institutions depend on US for these labels to fill

so many of their needs that otherwise do not get filled. REMEMBER it’s the bar code with the picture of the boy holding the

pencil that counts.

#25. ‘10-’11 Annual Conference Mission Project. The Project for 2010-2011 will be filling special needs of the United

Community Centers in Fort Worth.

#26. Other Unit Mission Activity. This is where you put your local mission giving projects which can include support of other

nation mission institutions all over the country. Look for ways to help these institutions that depend on us, their founders, for

help.
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CENTRAL TEXAS CONFERENCE MISSION TODAY UNIT, FIVE STAR, MISSION PROJECT, & MISSION STUDY

COMBINED REPORT FORM 2010-2011 (9-1-10/8-15-11)

(This is a 2 page form.)

UNIT __________________CHURCH __________________________ DISTRICT______________

PURPOSE OF REPORT: To highlight and support efforts of units participating in the UMW Community of

Women in the fields of prayer, participation, study, and action, and the use of resources provided for these

efforts.

GOAL: To strengthen our Community of Women throughout the organization and to energize United Methodist

Women in order to be more involved in mission through prayer, participation, study and action.

Guidelines for being recognized as a Mission Today Unit:

_____A unit with 10 or fewer members chooses 5 or more activities (4 with *).

_____A unit with 11 to 25 members chooses 10 or more activities (5 with *).

_____A unit with 26+ members chooses 15 or more activities (6 with *).

Qualifying ideas in How To Become A Mission Today Unit, CTC Resource Book page 39.

********************************************************************************

OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE IN PRAYER AS MISSION

_____*1. Used the Prayer Calendar at every event.

_____ 2. Members corresponded with 5 persons listed in the Prayer Calendar.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT UMW MISSIONS WITH SECOND-MILE GIVING

_____*3. Unit made and met a pledge to mission. Amount: __________

_____*4. Unit is a Five Star Unit.

_____*5. Unit participated in Burning of the Candle Offering for at least one minute. Unit Amount: _____

_____*6. Unit had individual member(s) participation in Burning of the Candle Offering. How many? ___

OPPORTUNITIES TO USE GIFTS OF PRESENCE AS MISSION

_____*7. At least 1 member (other than conference or district officers) attended the Cooperative School of

Christian Mission. Name(s): _____________________________________________________________

_____ 8. At least 2 members (other than conference or district officers) attended the District AND Conference

Annual Meetings. Names: __________________________________________________________

_____*9. At least 3 Unit Officers attended Local Leadership Training led by District Officers.

Names:__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ 10. Unit co-sponsored, with the local church, a Children’s Sabbath Sunday (Sept. 1, 10 through Aug. 31, 11)

Date ____________________

_____*11. Observed UMW Sunday (sometime between Sept, 1, 10 through Aug. 31, 11). Date: ________

_____ 12. Unit added 2 new members to membership roll.

Names: _____________________________________________________________________________

_____*13. Unit gave at least 1 scholarship to a UMW Conference/Jurisdiction/ National Event

Number of scholarships Unit gave to School of Mission:_______ Adult; _______ Child;

______Pastor; or ____ Legislative Event; _____ Jurisdiction/National Event; _____ UMW Retreats.

OPPORTUNITIES TO USE DEVELOPED RESOURCES AS MISSION

_____*14. Used at least 1 program from the UMW Program Book. NAME OF PROGRAM(S):_______

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ 15. The unit has at least 2 subscriptions (Unit, group or individual) to response magazine.

_____*16. All unit, circle and subgroup meetings included a “response moment” where an item from response

magazine was used to tell the mission story.

Number of Pledging

Members of unit _____

Number of Active

Members of unit_____

-see next page for rest of form42

_____*17. Unit, circle or subgroup conducted or attended at least 1 mission study of at least 2 HOURS using

the STUDY TEXT used in the conference school. List all QUALIFIED STUDIES conducted or attended,

NUMBER OF HOURS, TEACHERS, AND NUMBER ATTENDING. Qualifying studies are: I Believe in

Jesus; Israel & Palestine; Native American-Giving our Hearts Away; Food & Faith; The Beauty and

Courage of Sudan; For the Love of God; Joy to the World Mission in the Age of Global Christianity.

Please list studies done between 9/1/10-8/31/11

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

_____ 18. Unit supported the Reading Program by 2 members, each completing 1 of the Reading Plans. List

the names and Plan # for each.

For individual Reading Program Certificates, a list of books &magazines read must go to Conference

Program Resources Secretary (address is found at the end of this report):_________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

*19. Unit taught the children and/or youth study from School of Christian Mission to children and/or youth.

What study/How many children/youth?_____________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES TO PRACTICE SOCIAL HOLINESS AS MISSION

_____*20. Unit is a member of the Charter for Racial Justice Club (See page 47 in Conference Resource

book for information about joining the Charter Club).

_____ 21. The Unit has at least 1 person who is a member of the United Methodist Women’s Action Network

(it’s free) and receives these alerts. The Unit responded to at least ONE Action Alert by (use additional page

if necessary): ________________________________________________________________________

____*22. The Unit had at least 1 person attend the Legislative Event and/OR acquire the Conference Legislative

Priorities for the year from the District Social Action Coordinator or President. The Unit must make at

least 1 response to the priorities for credit (use extra page if necessary):_______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

OPPORTUNITIES FOR LOCAL UNIT MISSION

_____ 23. Unit collected UMCOR kit items or Medicine Boxes. How many items, boxes or kits: ____________

_____ 24. Unit collected and sent Labels for Education to Red Bird Mission, McCurdy School, Lydia Patterson

or other National Mission Institutions. Please list National Institutions and number sent:___________________

Local Choice Institution and number sent: _________________________________________

_____*25. Participated in the 2010-11 Annual Conference Mission Project by: _________________________

_____ 26. Other Unit mission activity (attach list if necessary): _____________________________________

NAME OF PERSON REPORTING _________________________ OFFICE__________________________

ADDRESS_______________________PHONE___________ ______Email__________________________

DISTRICT COPIES: See your District Handbook for these addresses.

District President and District Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation

CONFERENCE COPY:

Mission Coordinator for Education & Interpretation: Sally Baker 1642 Hillside Dr., Waxahachie, TX 75165

INDIVIDUAL READING PROGRAM REPORTS:

Conference Secretary of Program Resources: Billie Ray, P.O Box 183242, Arlington, 76096
