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 Gorman Texas is a small close knit rural community. We love our children, we love our 
parades, and we love each other, but while we may draw together for community and 
school events, our church families are not as blended 

At Gorman UMC we took a look at the demographics and decided it was well past time 
to remedy this error. While our community is 60 percent Hispanic, our churches are 
predominately 95 percent Caucasians. 

After much exploration and trail and error, we finally found that ESL was the door 
opener for us. We combine simple conversation, a dry easer board, student workbooks 
and flash cards with lots of laughter and good conversation. Hot coffee, cookies and a 
genuine sense of concern for each and every member completes our evenings. 

ESL is a 9 month commitment and that is difficult for many people—but we found that 
the answer lies within the children! If the children come, their parents will follow! The 
Gospel of Jesus is our drawing card. And we just Love! The rest falls in place. We offer 
children a Bible story time tied with arts and crafts. There is a large outdoor playground 
and toy room. We complete our evenings with cookies and lemonade.  

The children are so comfortable in our church building that they call it, “my church”, and 
even though they may not yet attend on Sunday mornings, they join us for many other 
events. And now the children have requested that we teach them to spell and write in 
their native language. How exciting! 

Perhaps the answer is too simple, just reach out in love and you will be loved in return! 

� � � � � � �� 	 
 �� � � � � � � � 
 � �� � � � �� � � � � �� � � ��� �� � � � ��

%
 ��� � 
 �
 � �� � 
 �
 � �� � 
 �
 � �� � 
 � *�� ���� 
 �� � �� ����
) �� � 	 � �� �� �� �� �� �� �	 �� �� � �

&� � ���� �
 �


