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United Methodist Women’s Legislative Agenda 2011

There are more than 100,000 members of United Methodist Women in Texas.  At their annual legislative conference, UMW members from all seven of Texas’ United Methodist Annual Conferences adopt a consensus legislative agenda reflecting their priority legislative concerns. United Methodist Women was established in 1865. United Methodist Women place particular emphasis on issues impacting the well-being of women, children and youth.

Education
The Legislature must take no steps backward on education. Texas needs a fully funded education system for all our children from preschool through higher education. Fully funding education means keeping class sizes small enough for children to learn effectively and compensating teachers fairly for the essential work they do. The Legislature must maintain current statutory class size limits and must make no reductions in teacher pay or retirement benefits. 
Immigration
Texas must use our limited state law enforcement resources to combat human trafficking, not to enforce federal civil immigration laws. The Legislature must avoid wasting valuable time debating proposed punitive state immigration policies that have little or no chance of actual implementation. The Legislature must focus on positive responses to immigration such as maintaining Texas’ landmark state-level Dream Act.
Health Care
The Legislature must maintain funding to support current service levels in the state’s publicly funded health insurance programs. The Legislature must enact policies that emphasize health promotion and disease prevention. Lawmakers must work in partnership with units of local government to avoid cost shifting from the state to local health programs. The Legislature must seize the opportunity to establish as Texas Health Insurance Connector to improve access to affordable health insurance for all Texans.
Environment
The Legislature should clarify in statute that the state’s primary environmental focus is the protection of human health and natural resources. 
Predatory Lending
To prevent unscrupulous lenders from exploiting vulnerable Texans, the Legislature must eliminate the language in the Texas Finance Code that grants Consumer Service Organizations the ability to help consumers with “obtaining an extension of consumer credit,” returning payday and auto-title lenders to the purview of state consumer lending laws.
###
For more information about United Methodist Women in Texas or this legislative agenda, contact any of the following UMW Social Action Coordinators:

Lori Stafford 
214-649-2233
lstaf@sbcglobal.net
Judy Wiggins
806-895-4648
wigginsjudy54@yahoo.com
Frances Curry
432-940-4587
jfcurry@prodigy.net
Mary Hankins
325-651-5784
mehankins341@suddenlink.net
Denise DuBois
979-575-4098
duboisdc@aol.com
Sonia Cruz
210-371-4433
cross_river66@yahoo.com
Susan Nix
682-429-4755
susannix@sbcglobal.net

